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sation, extending two or three inches on
either side of the injured part, and this only
when pressure was made on the part ; and
Plunkett’s case exactly coincides with my
own as regards the sensation just mentioned.
Trusting that the importance of this case
will excuse its length, I remain, Sir, your
very obedient servant,
JOHN D. EARLES.
Alfred-place, Bedford-square, ,
April 5, 1842.
ON SYMPATHY.
By MARK NOBLE BOWER, Esq.
OF all the terms in medical science there
is none more frequently made use of than
that of sympathy, and none the rationale of
which is less understood; indeed, no expla-
nation has hitherto been given of it which at
all satisfactorily explains the manner of its
acting. There is scarcely a disease falls
under the consideration of the medical man
but in his diagnosis he has occasion to refer
to it, and thus to satisfy his own mind of the
cause of the various phenomena which occur,
although to one not content with a name
alone, but disposed to investigate more
deeply into the causes of symptoms, very
little satisfaction is obtained. Thus, a person
suffering from an accident is attacked by
fever, the duration of which depends on the
duration of the accident ; this is called sym-
pathetic or symptomatic fever; but although
the name is correct, and properly expresses
the species of fever, yet in reality it offers no
clue to the cause.
A patient consults a surgeon with violent
pain and swelling in the ball of the great
toe, accompanied with febrile symptoms ; a
dose of catomel is given, and the pain and
inflammation subside. We know that the
calomel acts on the secretion from the liver,
and we observe that the evacuations which
follow its exhibition are dark and offensive ;
we also feel convinced, from having observed
the same effects result in former instances,
that the pain and swelling will subside, but
we have not arrived nearer the cause than
before. Again, a patient suffers from acute
pain in the ulnar nerve, causing numbness
of the little finger, with little or no disturb-
ance of the general health ; the same remedy
as in the former instance removes the numb-
ness and effects a cure. In these cases, and
in others of a similar kind, we say that the
nervous system sympathises with the organs
of digestion, but beyond this we have not
penetrated, and yet how vague and unsatis-
factory is the attempt at explanation.
The instances which may be adduced of a
sympathetic connection between different
organs and functions are innumerable, and
familiar to every medical man : suffice it to
mention those between the uterus and breast,
the stomach and head, the lungs and skin,
the liver, and almost all parts of the body,
the kidney and testicles, &c. Frequently,
however, what is called sympathy may be
explained; but it is only where the term is
improperly applied, as, for instance, in
gonorrhoea, where we find swelling of the
testicle ; or in dropsy of the extremities, ac-
companying diseased liver, or occurring
during the period of childbearing. Thus,
mere extension of the inflammation along the
vasa deferentia accounts for the first, and
mechanical pressure of the liver, or head of
the child on the veins, the others. Numer-
ous illustrations of a similar kind, and admit-
ting of similar elucidation, might be men-
tioned, but as brevity is desirable, I limit
myself to the above. It may be said, if suf-
ficient is known of the nature of sympathy to
enable us to apply remedies, why seek far-
ther’? But such reasoning is unworthy of
science, and is in truth injurious, as upon the
knowledge of this subject depends the
successful or unsuccessful treatment of the
case.
We find that feelings or sensations in
agreement or accordance exist in individuals
differing in every other part of their disposi-
tions, which feelings, unknown till elicited
by the same particular occurrence, then
respond. On striking certain notes on a
musical instrument others simultaneously
resound, showing that an accordance, or
similar state of vibration, is present; and,
although we cannot say that such sympathy
of feeling or action exists in the inorganic
kingdom, yet doubtless something very
similar does. Certain substances are at-
tracted by others, and, although totally dis-
tinct in structure, are affected by the same
causes, constituting what is called in che-
mistry affinity. As I have observed, this,
though not similar to what takes place in
the organic world, may assist us in endea-
vouring to find an explanation for the simi-
larity of action between totally different
parts of the body. If a disordered state of
the digestive organs exists, some portion of
the body, totally distinct in structure, and
removed in situation, is affected; and, gene-
rally speaking, the same state of the diges-
tive organs at all times produces similar
affections of the remote organ in the same in-
dividual : thus, we may correctly anticipate
pain in the head and sickness after a surfeit
of food in one ; in another, pain in the nerves
of the face and toothach ; and in others,
affections of different organs, as the bladder,
the lungs, or, in fact, any part of the body,
all produced by the same disordered state of
the digestive apparatus, but probably differ-
ing more or less in degree and nature, ac-
cording to the nature of the part and accord-
ing to the temperament of the individual. It
is not possible to say that the organ affected
is similar in structure, or supplied by the
same nerves ; indeed, we know to the con-
trary ; but we may suppose that nerves of
192
the same class, and in the same state of vita-
lity and intensity do supply it, and are,
therefore, liable to be acted on by the same
causes. Some authors have offered an expla-
nation on this mysterious subject, by refer-
ring it to the influence which the mind
exerts over the body ; but such is not the
case, since the same results ensue in indi-
viduals of imbecile minds. Others have re-
ferred for explanation to the sensorium;
others to the ganglionic or sympathetic sys-
tem of nerves ; others to the common nerves
of sensation, 3rc. ; each author selecting
some different. organ, but each failing in
satisfactorily explaining the subject. As a
true knowledge of the cause of sympathy is
of great importance, both in ascertaining and
in treating disease, these remarks may not
appear uncalled for, and if they should suc-
ceed in awakening the attention of the pro-
fession, and in causing some individual more
capable than myself to apply his mind to the
investigation of this obscure part of medical
science, I shall not consider them written in
vain.
Hatton Garden, April, 1842.
MEMOIRS OF
DE CANDOLLE, MR. POWELL,
AND DR. YELLOLY.
From the Anniversary Address at the Meeting
of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical So-
ciety,
Delivered by Dr. WILLIAMS, March 1, 1842.
AUGUSTIN PYRAMUS DE CANDOLLE was
long celebrated throughout Europe as an ob-
servant, philosophical, and learned botanist,
and as an accurate and diligent writer on
almost every branch of botanical science. ’,
He was born at Geneva February 4, 1778, a I
year remarkable for the death of Linnaeus, I
the father of modern botany. When seven
years of age he had an attack of hydrocepha-
lus, from which dangerous disease he en-
tirely recovered. In his youth he was re-
markable for a great facility in writing
French and Latin verses, and at a period
somewhat later the summit of his ambition
was to be a great historian. These dreams
of his early youth were, however, effaced by
a short residence in the country, where he
amused himself not only with examining
but also with writing a description of the
plants in the neighbourhood, and this before
he had even opened a single book on botany.
This new study captivated his affection,
poetry and history were forgotten, and
botany became from this moment the domi-
nant pursuit of his life. The exact means
by which he attained the eminence he ulti-
mately reached are not determined, but his
first step was to attend the lectures of Pro-
fessor Vaucher, of Geneva, on botany, in
1794 ; then of Fonrcroy, of Vauquelin, and of
Cuvier, in 1795, in Paris ; and also others on
medicine in Paris, in 1796; a course of
study which tended to enlarge his views of
the physiology of organised beings, and con-
tributed greatly to the success with which
he afterwards cultivated the science of bo-
tany.
He appears to have entered public life at
the early age of twenty-six, when he gave
a course of lectures on vegetable physiology
at the College’de France in 1804. In 1810 a
botanical chair was purposely created for
him at Montpellier, and which he continued
to fill till 1816. In the course of his illus-
trious career he received the honourable em.
ployment of collecting for the French Go,
verument information on the botany and state
of agriculture throughout the whole French
empire, the limits of which at that time ex.
tended from Hamburg in the north, to Rome
in the south, a post he continued to fill till ,
the adverse tide of war caused the down-
fall of Napoleon, and a change in the dynasty
of France. At a later period his great cele-
brity induced the East India Company to
have recourse to his pen for a description of
their plants. When, however, Switzerland
was, in 1816, again raised by the allied
powers to an independent state, he deter-
mined to leave Montpellier, and to return to
his native city, where a chair of natural his.
tory was once more created for him, and here
he continued to lecture till the time of his
death, which took place September 9,1841,
in the 64th year of his age.
As a physician, De Candolle is little
known ; as a botanist, he is the first the age
has produced, and to the elucidation of this
science he devoted not only his great talents,
but made every other science subservient;
his works are numerous, and he contemplated
many others, but his declining health warned
him of the adage appropriated, indeed, to
medicine, but applicable to every science, ’
that life is short and art long. The prin-
cipal of his works are the 11 Systema Univer-
sale Regni Vegetabilis" and the Physio-
logie Vegetale." In the first he undertook
the prodigious task of publishing a full ac-
count of all known vegetables. After, how,
ever, two volumes had appeared, he was in-
duced, at the requestof botanists, to postpone
the continuation of this vast enterprise, in
order to furnish them with a synopsis con-
taining only brief characters of orders, genera,
and species. This he did under the title of
11 Prodromus Systematatis Naturalis Regai
Vegetabilis," of which he lived to accom-
plish the greater portion, in seven volumes
octavo. His " Physiologie Vegetale," his
next great work, is a most valuable compila-
tion, as exhibiting a clear and explicit detail
of all the discoveries of this portion of bota.
nical science, and also as being a sufficient
exposition of the various hypotheses bywhid’
botanists have attempted to account for the
